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1. THERE ARE SOME NOTEWORTHY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TEXT OF 

ASAD - DEBORCHGRAVE INTERVIEW AS APPROVED FOR RELEASE BY 

CORRESPONDENT (DAMASCUS 3589) AND ARABIC VERSION RELEASED 

(SEPT. 15) IN DAMASCUS PRESS (FBIS JN1520056). ASAD'S ANSWER TO 

FIRST QUESTION POSED BY DEBORCHGRAVE CONTAINED FOLLOWING ADDITION 

IN ARABIC TEXT: "WE ARE STRUGGLING FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A JUST 

PEACE IN THE AREA. WE HAVE AN INTEREST IN THIS PEACE, AND 

THE OTHER WORLD PEOPLES, INCLUDING THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, HAVE 
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COME TO WORK IN A DIRECTION OPPOSITE TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF 
A IUST PEACE. WE HAVE DEFINED OUR STAND TOWARD THIS AGREE- 
MENT ON THE BASIS THAT IT DOES NOT SERVE THE PEACE WE ARE 
SEEKING." 

2. SECOND MODIFICATION INVOLVED ADDITION TO DEBORCHGRAVE 
QUESTION, "WHAT DO YOU FEEL IS THE MINIMUM BASIS FOR ANOTHER 
GOLAN AGREEMENT?" ARABIC VERSION ADDED, "YOU 

SAID BEFORE THAT THE MINIMUM BASIS REQUIRED IN THE GOLAN IS 
EITHER WITHDRAWAL ALL ALONG THE LINE ON A DEPTH TO BE NEGOTIATED, 

OR A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT. IS THIS STILL YOUR STAND?" 

3. THIRD ALTERATION CONCERNED ASAD'S RESPONSE TO QUESTION OF 
PERMITTING FREEDOM OF PALESTINIAN FEDAYEEN OPERATIONS FROM 
GOLAN. ORIGINAL VERSION - "IT IS OUR CONVICTION THAT THEY HAVE A 
RIGHT TO CONDUCT THEIR BATTLES FROM ANY PART OF THE ARAB HOME- 
LAND, AND THAT INCLUDES SYRIA" - APPEARED TO SIGNAL ABRUPT 
CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF LIFTING RESTRICTIONS ON PALESTINIAN 

UE OF SYRIAN TERRITORY AS TAKE-OFF POINT FOR ACTIONS AIMED 
AT ISRAEL. ARABIC VERSION ADDED TO ASAD'S ANSWER THE PHRASE, 

"WE HAVE NEVER SAID ANYTHING TO THE CONTRARY." THIS DEFTLY 
CORRECTBJ POSSIBLE INTERPRETATION THAT PRESIDENT HAD ACKNOWLEDGED 
TRIGGERING A MAJOR POLICY CHANGE. 

4. COMMENT: ASAD APPEARS TO BE REMINDING HIS ARAB AUDIENCE, 

IN MIDST OF REPEATED SYRIAN ATTACKS AGAINST SINAI AGREEMENT, THAT 
SYRIA STILL ENGAGED IN SEEKING PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. SECOND 
MODIFICATION HARKING BACK TO FEB. 1975 DEBORCHGRAVE- AS AD 
INTERVIEW MAY HAVE BEEN INSERTED TO SUGGEST SYRIAN WILLINGNESS TO 
ACCEPT SECOND INTERIM SETTLEMENT IF PROPER CONDITION MET, I.E., 

ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL ALL ALONG DISENGAGEMENHSPINE. WE ASSUME 
THAT ASAD CONVEYED THIS MESSAGE TO ARAB RATHER THAN WESTERN 
AUDIENCE, BECAUSE HE CONCERNED THAT ARAB PUBLIC NOT DRAW WRONG 
CONCLUSIONS FROM SYRIAN CRITICISM OF SINAI AGREEMENT. 

MURPHY 
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